Camn Jefferson
January 25, 1862
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I received vour welcome letter vestercav afternoon

while I was on zuard. Lav: Thompson brought it tc ne,

He got one an hour atterward fron lis fathcr stating

_-tw_is;mmﬁ'amﬁw‘“e‘me bcssz"‘“‘“f WItEens fot

hare & it 00 Sipasa. A=y Joeyh g Sans ti?‘e e the road.

The..cake you sent mec was not as good cs_it was befc: it

was boxed upn, but it w-s good., The mittens were fZood
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;ppes,7 At roll call that evening we gave seven and a
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“Ttiger for the ladies of Moline, I sunnnse Thee Wheelock
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s havinq a good time in Moline. I wish I were ther
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It ls thr reﬁort in tod ay's naner thai Buckner has
: g
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i'f831gned. He had bett»r or he will .get sorved the same

L] - ] .‘ + ; -
3H"aquolllcoLher. There are saveral hundred men at work
s - . = ": i = ;o
o . X e i
evcry dav on the road between hcre'a1d=Green Aver,
g i o ﬂl[_" g, We_ LTe iansur‘ulfn 2 saqh
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S 2 -fbe bought in Chicago. He did not knew that we were
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Pt ing him one until it wss presenteé te hir at roll
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call. He is lized mcre than any other eéfficer in the

- =

regiment., If any of the .bovs are out of mcney, he gets

them vhat thev need,

From vour son,
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”Deér Brother,
=L mecaiw ety gl Mot o aliona Tité one Erom Tochar while
v11\g. Then we ¢ te here, "' wers fwo £ ¥8 On Ehe rosd, Uiaches
i

a here for beth mroles

very pretir owr here e aa insibu
there are lots ef yeang neople,
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sk STRE bcrs had a skirnish at’Chattanuzs. -Une man in the 24:?

Pass o

belax”cd

‘ﬁﬁ{?_five i? our re"“;1t~t anded., Thef all
The, bo '

-piver ahd adieil cirm ché

al_,bﬂ ‘coinglike Lizhtning
all 6% tbc t1“e, but" levs
h-hHe J7th IndLana whs qp Feral a'ﬂlfh

Thoy

bo-rs céﬁe bagk’
to eat. “Ifiis:

ek&f thgﬂ.wantea to Ln
étntsio ﬁdshVLLle. e afe bun ar gﬁ.
“and &
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I am fhankﬁ 18 ror tﬁoqr staans .you sent me.' I

fenales »s0.5 e

';Lccodn: o;ifhe

shall send vcu seome
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Tenn.
-t Pavett- <
e is a B
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a Ja'ly xi. ;'

u'iand met

llﬂx.th. S
CLmbera_ 23
for tﬂelfﬁ.

“Southern monevito -pay for theém. Southern roney may Zo un North but reorle

‘down here‘do nat_%}ke it as well as khev used to.

Your Brother,

oy m

sorge [Kerns
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- Camr at "Sachester., Tean.
January 22 1859
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there are lots of youns people
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letter and write scon.

e Your Brother,

- ‘George Kerns




OFFICER'S REPORT

Camp near Murfreesboro, Tenn.
February 24th 1863

Wm, Kerns, Esq.
Moline, Illinocis

3 : s with feelin=s of cdeepest vegret that 1 am compellad to write
you that I have no satisfactorv information yet concernine George, The
reagon th=t I have nct written is that I have hoped to hear ev-'ry day
‘admétﬁlnﬁ of‘hin. Let me assure you that no means in mv rower have been
deft untried to ascertain his fate. 1 have been over everyv fcot of
'-round”accuﬁled by our division on the day George was missed, but cannot
g trace of hls bodj or grﬁve. To be 'sure there are muﬂy treﬂches
: un&nown by nane but in every SLCh 1ns gnce,__
] : e _";_g_a.CCOthmenL 3
T : : \‘?C‘Ong,'y “SEE é“‘“onﬁ'ﬁ*‘ff
en’ prlsonar ; and ¢1cn0 1t soem° unatcounLau*L that we :
~of him if such wag the case; 1 aiz-still of the same witd.,

“Thompson who was last with him (the ‘wa were tog e*hg"-and
P ’ :

REXC o

ted each -other in climbing a fence while the reglment Was retreatg,_; .
iment had reached

el

'naer heavy fire) said that he saw George after the '@
“point of camnala*lve safety out of reach of tHe hot Flre which obllggd
hem to rvetire, - ;1u_, from this point the reg 1m9nt retreated half a Bl
mile farther, and t was then that so many of our men were taken prlsoners..
After this I caﬁnot find that George was scen by anyone. vamd thinks he :
‘15 a prisoner. He may have stopped utides the shelter of s rock or tree
ahollow, the enemv not nursuine very-fast, to take aﬂother shot ‘at -
-them, and been seized by an unseen Da*ty'ﬂor he mav have been wounded even'"
*when Dpvld saw him last and been *naﬂle fo_keep' zce with the req1ment :
nd thus*been taken. -

e

.do not wlsh £ roise =5y E- 1ce hﬁneq in vour mind. The chances
for life for every man in the 19th were gesveratelr small, in that fearful
y . Tou probably know at thlsljuncture our regiment covered the '
ek Lhe whole civisicn wiien theXenemy had out flanked us, and . :
; rlnd in upon us from three 51aes._ 1 only give you my.own feellngs.f
eall it Oplnlon as 1 have not nlnU tang;bl_%to base it ‘on 3

.._u_'o e, b = e h otid i I:hO : § o
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5 certalnly synJaLane ,L\k pu 14 tﬁ1='bu£fer1n¢ uncertalntf-an&f
_-i‘con31der it a pleasure as well as duty to do what I can Ecr hig:
hange and recovery. I shall vet visit the battle ground asgzin and
hall quid:ly inform you: of any kn wledge I may racelve of the fate of
'your son. i

‘With highest regards for yourself and lady, I remain, : i

Very Truly Yoﬁrs,

Alvéﬁ Mansur

"“P. S. Ferhaps vou are not aware thatr I have been acting as Quartermaster
0of the regiment since last December and ccnsequently was not with” company
H in my caracity as a lieutenant of the comreny during anv cne of the five
davs engacements and altho I wer with the regiment severa'l tiaes ‘each day
and night, I went wi th them into no action except that of Fride 2Y hav1ng
a wagon trﬁln to take care of by whlch means I fed the regiment,

four letker of the lL/Eh was g@caived yesterdav.



